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DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA, ro wir: 
E IT REMEMBERED s en the arlt da y of November, 
B in the twenty-third year of the 2-5 paar om of the United 
tates of America, James jay (0 ſaid diſtrict, hath depo- 
on; in this office the title of a book, the right whereof he claims 
rictor, in the worde following; to wit: a View of the 
New: gland Illuminati: who are"Indefatigably engaged in de- 
are the Relig and Go tot the United States; 
a feigned R gard for their Safety and under an impious 


| Abuſe of true Religion.” —In conformity to the act of the con- 


greſs of the United States, intituled «An act for the encourage- 
ment of learning, by ſecuring the copies of maps, charts, and 


books, . CI OE THINS during tha 
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VV HILE clamours and prejudices are excited publicly 
and artfully againſt a large and reſpectable body of our 
fellow- citizens, under the pretext, that ſome are ſe- 
.cretly embarked with a ſociety in Europe, who are en- 
gaped in the deſtruction-of religion and government in 
general, it is proper to preſent before the public a ſo- 
ciety which actually exiſts in the United States. This 
is more ncedfal at this time, as theſe laſt are indefati- 
gably engaged in deſtroying the religion and govern- 
ment of tis country, under a feigned regard for their 
lafety and under an impious abute of true religion. 

Theſe ſocieties have paſſed without general ſcrutiny, 
until they have nearly deſtroycd our liberties and hap- 
pineſs at home, and contributed to plunge us into a 
Mare of the confuſions of Europe. 

Theſe are the monthly meetings of the Clergy. As 
their deſign, tendency, and effect have been to deſtroy 
eſtabliſhed law, morals, order, and univerſal tolera- 
tion; they bear too near an affinity to the Illuminati 
Societies of Europe, not to be viewed as part of 
Tame: at leaſt, if Profeſſor Robe/0n and Abbe Barrueha 
to be believed, they muſt be „ter ſocieties. They haves... 
been known by the appellation of Miniſiers“ Meetings. * 


—But I ſhall take the liberty of calling them the Neu- 


England Illuminati, leaving the readeFto decide upon 
the propriety of the name. 

Thele ſocieties originated about thirty years ago; 
and were deſigned to increaſe the power and influence 
of the clergy. Succeſs attending this confederacy, cer- 
tain opulent and leading laymen have foſtered and en- 


.couraged them, thereby forming that union of Churo/ 


and State—of laymen and eccleſiaſtics—which has 
created an order equally formidable with that body of 
men in any country in Europe. 
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They were projected by Doctors Bellamy, Gon 
Williams, and others in Neu-England. They were 


organized and enlarged by delegations from other parts 


of the then colonies, in as extenſive a manner as the 
times and the diſtances of the reſpective reſidences of 
the founders would permit. Their conſtitution Was 
formed in ELIZABEKTH-Towx, New-Fer/cy, and a fort- 
night was devoted to the deliberations and regulations 
which took place at that time. 

The writer of this, when a lad, copied the journal 


From the. original, in the hand and by permiſtion of 
the Reverend Dr. Goodrich, of Durham, in Conneccti- 
cut, the Scribe of that body. Great {ecrecy was ob® 
ſerved, as to the deſign of this aſſembling of the Clergy. 


It was, however, {aid by Dr. Goodrich to be with a 
view to promote the union of their churches. Afﬀter 
the adjournment of that convention, miſſionaries and 


letters were ſent into every part of the colonies, The 
Clergy were aſſociated together in Clubs, which met 


monthly, and circulated ſuch information as war 
thought ſuitable to their deſign. 
At theſe monthly clubs, the politics of the times were 


diſcuſſed, and prayers and orations were delivercd in 
the pariſhes, where they met in routine, which were 


filled with invectives againſt thoſe who had not adopted 


their creeds and politics. 


The people generally attended the public exerciſes 


in the meeting-houſes, but had no ſhare in the delibe- 
, rations of the miniſters. Dinners were prepared, by 
Private donations, of the moſt delicious food of the 


Teaſon, which could be procured by the pariſhioners ; 


anda day of conviviality was thus obſerved once a 
month by the clergy, to their gratification and the in- 
creaſe of their aſſociation. 


The cauſes which gave offence, and excited theſe 


eee were the univerſal roleration eſtabliſhed 


in Canada, by the Quebec Bill, and the petition of Epiſ- 
copalians, to their brethren in England, that a Pro- 
teſtant Biſhop might reſide in the colonies, now the 
United States. —Both theſe points are eſtabliſhed by the 
laws of England, as to the provinces, and the conſtitu- 
tion of the United States as to toleration. 'To defeat 
theſe, the New-England Illuminati have been indefati- 
gably buſy before, rigs and fince the late war. 


C2941 

© Folled, but not 3 theſe ſocietics have con- 
tinued ſince the eſtabliſhment of our new government, 
Before the beginning of the preſent revolution in 
France, they were chiefly devoted, after the late war, 
. to polemic divinity and eccleſiaſtical controverſies. 
Some dark and obſcure queſtion was given out, as the 
ſubject of the ſermon, and the diſcuſſions, before the 
next meeting of the Club. In the interim, the mem- 
bers generally wrote a diſcourſe upon the theme, and 
preached it before their flocks ; often to the offence of 
their beſt friends, who did not wiſh to have the ſabbath 
and the time for the aſſembling of the people together 
for pious purpoſes, devoted to doubts and diſputations. 

From hence aroſe, in thoſe ſtates, a ſtrong propenſity 
to deiſm and ſcepticiſm. The clergy exhibited the 
Chriſtian religion, as being full of myſteries and unin- 
telligible opinions. The thoughtful and ſagacious diſ- 
cerned ſuch jarrings in ſentiments, that they doubted 
the propriety of the doctrines of the clergy. Argu- 
mentations, contradictions, warmths, and ditunion ſuc- 
ceeded. The older divines, who wrote and fold the 
copy - right of ſyſtems, were obſtinate-; the younger 
were tenacious of the ſentiments of theſe fathers; and 
the ſimple and inexperienced, were thus ſacrificed, 
with their families, becauſe the people revolted againſt 
and diſmiſſed ſuch teachers. 

In this ſituation, many of the laity were prepared to 
attend to deiſtical writings; and philoſophy and libe- 
rality became very faſhionable. This found a new 
employment for theſe clubs. [> 
When the revolution began in France, theſe III 
| nated New-England Clubs awoke to redoubled aftivity. 
Predictions, prayers, and exhortations were mitt 
Long taught and wiſhing to believe, that the church 
of Rome was Antichriſt, the Pope the Beaſt of the Re- 
velation, and the ſyſtem of Catholics, Babylon, which 
is to be deſtroyed, previous to the fulfilment: of the 
eternal decree, that the Millennium ſhould come, theſe 
Illuminati were buſily engaged to bring on that glo- 
rious period. They wrote and printed diſſertations 
on the prophecies. One of theſe writers predicted, 
that the King of France and the Marquis de la Fayette 
would be the deliverers of the French ite, from 
civil and . ne 
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The celebrity of theſe authors al their. books, found 
rye for theſe clubs. Others were ſeized with 
an itch for fame, and enthuſiaſm for the Millennium, 
and printed their works alſo. The ſermons, prayers, 
jetters and converſation of the clergy, at firſt, very 


univerſally favoured the French affairs, 


The Colleges for liberal and moral education had, 


long before. this, been taken. into the confederacy of 


theſe factions clubs ; and the inſtructors and pupils ge- 
nerally diſſeminated principles and prejudices i in favour 
of the revolution in France. 


Every engine was ſet in motion, to accelerate an 
attachment to the French. But the fluctuating events. 
of the war, the influence of new movements in politics, 


and the uncertain iſſue of French affairs for a time, 
began to alter their ſentiments. To this ſucceeded aw 
alteration in their ſermons, prayers, and deliberations. 
The pendulum of opinion and exertion vibrated with 
flower motion; and an almoſt total change took place. 
Preſident //i/lard, of Cambridge College, gave the lead. 
to this. He declared, that he was a/ramed of his late 
aoings, and that he had now to make amends to the 
public, by his redoubled zeal to oppoſe French politics, 


which he had befere ſupported. 

While theſe things were tranſacting, the Tihuminats 
and Colleges were buſy, in their reſpective neighbour- 
hoods, in ſcanning” the doings and opinions of thoſe 


who were not of their religious communities. Such as 
oppoſed them, were repreſented as attached to mo- 


narchy, in order to eruſh their exiſtence, in caſe of 
5 8 confuſions. 


As the Colleges of New-England are publie property 


; * ſtate inſtitutions, notice of their proceedings. in 


this particular was given to certain men in office, in 
the moſt reſpectful terms, that they might, by their 


iafluence, in a manly manner, check the out- breakings 
of diſcord among profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in conſe- 
quence of the miſchicyous doings of thoſe inſtitutions. 


This was not done; and the Preſidents and Tutors 
aſſumed new haughtineſs upon the occaſion. Theſe 


college officers being elected by incorporated bodies, 
Who maintain their own ſucceſſion, are not ſo far un- 


der popular control, as to liſten obediently to public 
calls for juſtice. 'T hey therefore often take upon/them- 
iebves the deportment of reſentment and ſuperiority. 


# 


_- 


. 


Information was given to the leading men around 
moſt of the Colleges, of the odiouſneſs of attempts to 


ſcatter political prejudices among the ſtudents, againſt 5 


ſome of the beſt men in the ſtates, becauſe they did 


not favour the creed and politics of theſe Illuminati 


but without effect. The Millennium was approaching, 
when the money and liberties of all men were to be 
laid at the feet of the Colleges and Illuminated Clubs. 
The clergy had determined that the Millenium 2/2 
and ould come ! | 

Thus, in as ſummary a method as poſſible, is pre- 
ſented a view of the origin and progreſs of a dangerous 
cow'titution of clerico-political ſocieties, which have 


already done much harm, and threaten more. 


The power and infinence of the clergy are known to 
be great. To check their ambition, has ever been an 
arduous and almoſt impracticable taſk, Tyranny in 


all religions is the fame. It may ſometimes proceed 


with more rapid motion, and extend its baneful con- 
ſequences wider than at others. Directors of the con- 
ſeiences, poſſeſſing the keys of knowledge, they have 
eaſy acceſs to the hearts and confidence of the people. 
In New-England, the nature of the firſt emigrations, 
ſettlements, and eſtabliſhments, gave the clergy great 
fway. They had therefore taken opportunities to eſ- 
tabliſh themſelves and their families in wealth and 


power, by their zeal in politics in the critical moment 


of the revolution. They had aſſumed to themſelves, 
the ſtation of peculiar and favourite people of the Lord, 
and, by gravity of motion and demureneſs of counte- 
nance, had kept the people at great diſtance. 

Courting the rich men, and directing the politics of 
the country in every. period, they had united a formi- 
dable body with them among the laity, who received 
votes and preferments at the will of the clergy. This 
united phalanx it was dangerous to attack, while they 
had church cenſures and diſcipline, and civil offices at 
their command, to beſtow upon their followers, or in- 
flict upon the firm and virtuous, who would not ſell . 
their conſciences, religion and country, for gold and 


preferment, or dared to doubt the wiſdom and pru- 


dence of theſe miniſters. | 
- Such uſuypations, cuſtoms, and habits, received new 
ſtrength, and became more formidable and dangerous, 


1 


after a free form of government was eſtabliſhed, and 
when the clergy were embodied in the Illuminati Soci- 
eties, and confederated with rich and powerful laymen. 
But to gain further power and authority, the clergy 
adopted concerts of prayer, to be held quarterly. Theſe 
were to haſten the Millennium, and were but another 
and more formidable body of the Illuminati; as they 
were, if poſſible, to extend through the nation at large. 

The activity, zeal, and importance now exhibited, 
by ſo great acquiſitions of powerful political engines, in 
war and ſlate affairs, as theſe clubs were, offended many 
good men. They ſpoke againſt them, without effect. 
Others, either weak or wicked, courted them—pith- 
liſhed. and procured political faſts—and, in the end, 
theſe obſequious men have gained promotions in the 
ſtate, army, and navy, for their ſons and favourites. 

A diſtinguiſhed political writer has exhibited the ef- 
fect of this union of religion and education, in the 
hands of ſome aſpiring perſon, and how) readily our 
liberties and laws might be overturned thereby. Ihe 
idea, originally given as a caution, has been adopted 
as precept, and has been improved upon: in conſe- 
quence we annually ſee collegiate diplomas diſtributed 
not as rewards for /cientific talent, but—to political 
characters, by our literary inſtitutions :—cven to men 
who can ſcarcely read—who certainly cannot conſtrue 
and interpret thoſe diſhonoured parchments ; which 
are in Latin. | | 

Theſe Illuminated Societies have handed about nomi- 
nations for magiſtrates, and denounced good men at 
elections, only becauſe they were not their adherents, 
or had been ſo hardy as to do their duty to their con- 
ſtituents, country and poſterity, in contradiction to 
the artful plans of the clergy, for ſecuring public pro- 
perty and laws, to ſerve themſelves at the damage 
of others, 333 | | 
The quick and extenſive circulation of the plans of 
the Illuminati from one club to another—their control 
over the freedom of the preſs, and attempts to ſtop the 
channels of communication, contrary to the fundamen- 
tal lzws of the land, by Which information may reach 
our fellow-=citizens at large, are among the. ſmaller 
offences Which have originated from their political de- 
liberations, projects, and proceedings. 


pupils, have given him almoſt unlimited control. 
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In this way Connecticut, eſpecially, has become al- 
moſt totally an eccleſiaſtical ſtate, ruled by the Preſi- 
dent of the College, at a Manarch. The caution and 
politeneſs of the Governor of that ſtate, the great age 
of many of the council, the reſpectful condeſcenſion of 
the members of the lower houte, the ſubmiſſion of the 
clergy, the influence of the c/ubs, of uncles, brothers, 
couſins, ſeribblers, and poets—of former and preſent 


Sathcient to undertake great duties, he does not con- 
ſider the weight of cares, too difficult for his years, 
health, or inclination, but has aſſumed, among a paſ- 
five people, the dignity of ruling with the united 
power of an ecclefiaitic and politician. 

Do extend the influence and increaſe the number 
and power of theſe Illuminati ſocicties, milkons have 
been formed, and miſſionaries ſent into all the frontier 
parts of the ſtates. To propagate religion is the pretext, 
and the people have not been backward to expedite the 
pious work, with their money and prayers. The foun- 
dation for this aflertion is undeniable. | 

Controverted divinity, the advancement of the Ed- 
wardean ſect and their kyſtems, the deſtruction of Ro- 
man Catholics, Epiſfcopalians, Baptiſis, Methodiſts, and 
others, and to further ſchiſms, begun by the Illuminati, 
among, Preſbyterians, direct the prayers, ſermons, de- 
liberations and determinations of theſe clubs. 

In no inſtance. have they fought, by mutual expla- 
nations and conceſlions, by good offices, candour and 
benevolence, to do away the prejudices which divide 
the Chriſtian Church. "Theſe have been increaſed, 
and jealoufics and diſſentions fomented by their uſurpa- 
tions. N | : 

Great loſſes of public property have taken place, to 
indulge the projects of the Illuminati. The New- 


England legiſlatures have had much trouble from their 


plans, to obtain laws which would give them perma- 
nent eſtabliſfimentt in property, and ſuperior advantages 
as to their ſupport. They have artfully and ſucceſs- 

fully defeated the lawful and equitable petitions of 
profeſſed Chriſtians for the enjoyment of conſtitutional 


rights. No meaſure has taken place, within thirty = 92 


years, as to religious toleration among all, in all parts 
of the ſtates, without the interference and oppoſition 
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of the Mluminati, as their peculiar dane and ſelfiſn- 


nels dictated, in order to defeat univerſal liberty of 
conſcience. . 
Fond of power, wanting wealth, 8 of their in- 


fluence and ſucceſs, they have, in all parts of the ſtates, 


rekindled animoſities that ought never to have exiſted 
among Chriſtians, 

It has therefore become a general duty to hear, and 
to reflect upon, the unconſtitutional, dangerous, and 
deſtructive nature, tendency, and iſſue of theſe poli- 
tical ſocieties — Societies which oppoſe the laws and 
religious liberty, except only where they can mono- 
polize all the precious fruits to themſelves. It is an 
univerſal obligation upon all, to communicate the in- 


formation preſented in this ſhort ſketch. If the New- 
England Illuminati proceed unheeded and uncontrolled, 


this nation will conſtantly experience the pernicious 
effects of diſcord and popular diſcontent. Wars at 
home, tumults abroad, degradation of legillatures, . 
judges, and jurors, will be our daily portion. 
Whenever folly, fanaticiſm, pride, ambition, ſeif- 


| Iſhneſs or avarice preſent a probable method, by which 
the members of theſe ſocieties, their /one, Sephews, 


and favourites, may be made rich and great, they will 
be directed to thoſe objects, in ſpite of rulers. or of law. 

To diſſolve or aboliſh thoſe ſocieties or clubs, would 
not be to infringe upon the rights of cenſcience : to coun- 
teract them, is to eſtabliſh law and peace. They are 
ſelf· created, to all intents, and in their objects are 
unconſtitutional, dangerous, detrimental, and anti- 
chriſtian. They ſupport erroneous opinions, provoke 


jirreligion, annihilate good will between men, endan- 
per the national peace and proſperity, and degrade the 
national morals and honour. 


To give the people of the United States a more per- 


fect and yet concile view of the proccedings of the Il- 


Iuminati of Connecticut, and their adherents elſewhere, 
it is not amiſs to recapitulate ſome things which relate 


to their arts, to ſecure religion, learning, the colleges, 


ſchools and public property, to their uſes. This is 
more important, as thereby they have called off the 
public attention from the fchools and children of the 
yeomanry in general, to the promoting of the children 
of the lune, and the colleges ſubſervient to them, 


{n 
A few clergymen artfully attempted to begin a col - 
Tege at Branford, in Connecticut, by depoſiting a few 
books. This deſign fell through, from want-of con- 
Hiſtency and property; and a new plan was adopted at 
»« Saybrook, which the government foſtered; and it ended 
in Yale College. Mr. Yale, Governor of the Eaſt-India 
Company, and a churchman, liberally beſtowed ſuch 
benefactions as led the corporation to call it after his 
name, and write him a moſt flattering letter af thanks. | 
Dean Berkley, afterwards Biſhop of Cloyne, in Ireland, f 
gave an handſome farm on Rhode: Iſland, and a large 
library, to this college. The colony and ſtate of Con- 
necticut have erected three buildings and the chapel, 
and paid large annual ſums to help it forward: but 
- the illiberal and contracted doings of the clergy and 
corporation, cauſed the government and the generou 
diſpoſed, to withhold their bounty. Five .hundred 
pounds were left at one time, in this way, and given 
7 by a gentleman in England, to Cambridge College, in 
Maſſachuſetts. | „F 
This laſt inſtitution alſo received large donations 
from Churchmen, and Mr. Hollis, a Baptiſt, in England. 
Its government is too contracted, and the legiſlature 
wiſh to make an alteration. The policy is more mag- 
nanimous than either at Dartmouth or Yale. | 
The ſtudents at Cambridge are required, at entrance, f 
to preſent the notification of their parents and guardians 
to the preſident, informing him of the place of public 
worſhip which they are to attend .on Sundays, faſts, 
and feſtivals. No trouble reſults; and the rulers. of 
the ſtate, and wiſe men in.Boſton, are determined te 
perſiſt in ſecuring this practice, for men of every creed. 
as far as poſſible. The Illuminati prevented fo liberal 
and juſt a rule at Tale ho 
A lecture is annually held, and paid for, according 
to the will of Governor Dudley, which is filled with 
invectives againſt the Church of Rome. Its deſign is 
to perpetuate prejudices againſt the Catholics. The 
government of that college called, two years ſince, on 
Doctor Malter, of the Epiſcopal Church in Boſton, to 
deliver this lecture. He modeſtly returned higanfwer, _ 
declining the offer, by a letter which ought to be cir= © 
. culated through this nation, for the honour of libe- 
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rality; and the laws eſtabliſhing univerſal protection, 
candour, and forbearance, to men of every faith. He 
recommended it to the College, to folicit the legiſla- 
ture to appropriate the legacy to ſome nobler purpoſe, 
rather than to permit it any longer to perpetnate ran- 
cours and jealouſies, among men profeſſing the fame 
religion, and worſhipping the ſame God, but differing 
in ſome parts of their opinions and church diſcipline. 
A lecture is alſo held, founded by the ſame perſon, 
in favour of the validity of Preſbyterian ordination. 
This has been perverted, and employed to vent ran- 
cour, ſpleen, and malice upon the Epiſcopalians! 
Founding ſuch lectures was the faſhion of former 
times: they ought to be removed from all colleges now. 
The College of Dartmouth is ſuperintended by the 
Congregational Clergy and ſome laymen : the young 
miniſters of Boſton, Cambridge, Roxbury, and Dor- 
cheſter, thus direct in the education of youth; while 
the aged, venerable, wife, : learned, and experienced 
Catholic, Epiſcopal, Baptiſt, and other miniſters, have 
no voice there, They are ſuperſeded by young dapper 
parſont, with neat gowns and 'bandr, and degrees of 
Doctor of Divinity, bought and obtained, by the influ- 
ence of rich merchants, from our colleges. 

Dartmouth College was named after it benefactor, 
Lord Dartmouth, a Churchman, Governor Went- 
worth, a Churchman alſo, gave it a charter, and pe- 
nerous donations of lands, out of his own private for- 
tune. Epiſcopalians and Preſbyterians were made truſ- 
tees. The ſtate of New-Hampſhire has affiſted that 

| Inſtitution ; but the preſent Prefident, in derogation of 
the honour of his father, and neglect of his aſſurances 
- of liberality, when he obtained the charter and bene- 
factjons from Epiſcopalians, has made it an engine for 
the Illuminati, polemic divinity, party politics, Ed- 
wardean diſcipline, miſſions, and the Millennium. To 
prove his zeal and reſolution in this cauſe, the writings 
of the Engliſh divines, beſtowed in England for the 
uſe of the ſtudents in divinity, at Dartmouth, have 
7 been ſold; and all the acrimonious writings againſt 
Ejßpiſcopalians retained. | | EG 

© © _* In his application to the Marquis de la Fayette for a 

fum, Preſident Wheelock obſerved, that the college 
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was erected for the promotion of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion. The Marquis remarked, that it ought to be 
for the promotion gf the Chriſtian Religion. The mo- 
ney and military ſervices of the Catholics may gain 
homage and diplomas, from the Preſidents of ſome 
— * Colleges; but they cannot open the heart of 
charity, or ſilence the tongue of calumny and miſre- 
preſentation ;—But above all, they will never put an 
end to the prayers that God would pour out vials of 
wrath. upon the church of Rome; that the Illuminati 
may plunder and rejoice; and the party colleges in 
the New-England ſtates triumph! 
Preſident Wheelock, many years ſince, preſented 
petitions for a ſeizure of the church lands in Vermont, 
| and a grant of them to Dartmouth College. The II- 
| luminati, aſſociated with him, perſiſted in theſe efforts, 
until the perverſion was obtained by Ira Allen, Eſq. 
backed by the petition of the college of Vermont.— 
This unconſtitutional proceeding was done away, by 
the adjudication of the Federal Courts; to the great 
.difgrace of General Allen and Preſident Wheelock, and 
the martification of the I Uuminati i in Connecticut, Ver- 
| mont, and New-Hampſhire. Great ſecrecy was ob- 
ſerved in the proceedings, and the petitions appeared, 
to the ſurprize of all candid honeſt men. 
General Allen and the principal agents in that ſeizure 
of the glebes, were born and educated among the I- 
luminati and Edwardean divines, in Litchfield County, 
in the ſtate of Connecticut - that ſeat and centre of 
prieſtcraft and ſpiritual tyranny. _ 
| It has been the wiſh and endeayour of the Illuminati 
| and Edwardeans, for many years, to unite the wealth, 
numbers, and influence of the rich Dutch churches in 
the ſlates of New-York and New-]Jerſey, with their 
litics, miſſions, and uſurpations over our liberties 
and conſciences, by colleges and miſſions. That pru- 
dent, venerable body ſtood aloof, and remained unhurt 
by ſuch artifice, un lately. They are now 9 
with their money and repentings, in miſſion, colleg 


8 


3 LM Lute IN e 2 


1 wo LL 4&4 CS £4 k . vY - 


and Illuminati ſchemes. . 

In Brunſwick, New- ſerſey, a college was Hunde | 

% and opened by the members of the Dutch churches, 
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rented its proſperity. They are now ſeeking to 
| Incorporate it, with its money and funds, with the: 
college of Princeton—which is alſo infected with II- 

luminatiſm, in a large proportion. 
The college in the city of New-York, which i is now 
called Columbia, was originally Epiſcopal. It continued 
as ſuch, until the late war; when the legiſlature of 

_ that ſtate altered its charter, and placed all the colleges 
upon a liberal foundation; free from the ſhackles of 
every party. This did not gratify thoſe who wiſhed 
to unite politics, war, religion, education and ſacrilege 
together ; and they perſiſt in their accuſtomed oppoſi-- 
tion, by encouraging parents to ſend their young men 
to New-Haven and Princeton. 

Fhe ſtate of New-York has ordained a ſtanding com- 
mittee, called the regency of the univerſity, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it is to receive applications for inſtituting and aſ- 
ſigning the places for erecting colleges and academies. 
'Theſe regents viſit thoſe inſtitutions fi equent]y, at fixed 
periods; and great care is taken to check all uſurpa- 
tions of bigotry. All denominations have a member 
in this regency, to guard their rights. The Governor, 
for the time being, is preſident, or moderator, of this 
board of regents.. Notwithſtanding this, the Illuminati 
of Connecticut, and their adherents, wiſh to pervert - 
one of the colleges in the ſtate of New-Vork, and the 
fchools and pulpits at large, within the weſtern ſett le. 
ments, to their purpoſes. 

Specimens of candour and a friendly aiſpoſition'ts live 
upon equal, ſincere Chriſtian terms with Edwardeans, 
and tficiy abettors, may be produced, which have been 
loſt and fruſtrated; as to the good deſign and tendency 

af benevolent deeds. In every part of the northern 
ſtates, large ſums have been paid voluntarily, as well 
as by taxation, by Epiſeopalians, Baptiſts, Methodiſts, 
and Univerſaliſts, to Edwardeatt miniſters and meeting- 


_ , ® houſes.—ln few inſlances have they met in return with 


Hat peace, gratitude, and fatisfa&tion, which ought to 
have reſulted from ſuch diſintereſtedneſs. More tri- 
pute and Illuminati confuſions about miniſters, difci- 


1 pPline, and miſſions, have always fruſtrated ſuch up- 


right and noble efforts for peace and unity. 3 
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of conſiderable ſize. Sufficient is recapitulated now, 
to lead parents, profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and ſtateſ- 


men who reſpect our liberties, laws, conſtitution, in- 
dependence, peace and ſafety, to caution. Diligent 


attention is needful. If this is neglected, our families, 


religion and country will be deſtroyed by the Hfuminatt. 


Arguments in abundance may be drawn from our poli- 


tical affairs and relations, in proof of this. 

To elect ſuitabłle men, who know and will defend 60 
important an object to ſave our youth from fighting 
battles, and in the iſſue becoming flaves to the clergy 
and great men, are ſubfects of importance. To be 
deluded by the men or meafures pointed out in this 
work, would be folly. To circulate knowledge, vir- 
tue and peace, are our nobleſt privileges. 

Not long ſince, the Millennium was a favourite pro- 
jet, by which the Illuminati hoped to delnde the peo- 
ple into their politics and plans to depoſit their money 
for party and dangerous ſchemes, in church and ſtate. 
This event is ſuſpended; and the removal of the Pope 


from Rome, has not deſtroyed Antichriſt, We ſhould 


half believe that the Connecticut Illuminati are aſhamed, 
and their bigotry and rage fatiated, when we read the 


extracts they are making and circulating from Abbe 


Barruel, a member of the Catholic Church. 
A temporary expedient is on foot to maintain Dl 
minatiſm, by the preſent zeal of the clergy to create 


awakenings, and canfe converſions. Theſe ferions 
things they have ever perverted and abuſed to fuper- 


ſtition and ſpiritual tyranny. 
But in Connecticut they are engaged, at this time, 


to preſerve the influence of the Illuminati, and to check 


an inyeſtigation which is rapidly taking place in that 

ftate, as to the ſituation of national affairs, and the pro- 

ceedings of thoſe who have produced our diſtreſſes. 
Another obje& is, that the clergy with to fruſtrate 


the laws which have appointed the proceeds of the f 


weſtern lands to the uſe of ſchools. This meaſure the 
Uuminati ſought to fruſtrate for a long time without 


fucceſs Eſpouſing of it, on the part of Mr. John Allen; 


gained him that feat in Congreſs which he lately re- 


ſigned. Other gentlemen are enliſted in thee revivals, 


to gain 3 and — 
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The fore and favourites of the Illuminati now hold 
a in the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives in Con- 
greſs.— They gained and hold their ſtations thereby : 
their efforts to gain a ſedition law, and carry it into 
execution within their own ſtate, is too eyidently in 
order to check that examination into their own affairs, 
to which the people of Connecticut are prone, and * 
which they will not be deterred. | 
The well-known ſtory of the riot on Sunday, to print 
and circulate an electioneering handbill, has brought 
many facts to light, as to the Illuminati. This trick 
was invented by the faction in Litchfield, who have 
great ſway and influence among the Illuminati within 
| that county. The eyes of the people were opening, 
N and Judge Reeve and other ſons of the clergy attended 
the printer's houſe, or office, where they compiled an 
handbill on Sunday y, deſigned to gain the election for 
wo members of the Illuminati clubs. Theſe handbills 
were circulated on Sunday, Sunday evening, and Mon- 
114 | day morning, which was the day of election. Before 
13 the freemen's meetings, at ten o'clock, theſe bills hag 
reached fifty miles from Litchfield. 
. Howeverpainful it is to write or print ſuch events, 
yet they illucidate the doings of the Illuminati and their 
followers. Judge Reeve, of Connecticut, teaches a 
celebrated law ſchool, and thus gives the ſentiment to 
that order. From the age of nineteen, he has been an 
adherent, aider, and abettor to the Illuminati. His 
elevation to the place of a judge in the ſuperior court 
has not inſpired him with that prudence and diſtance 
from party which become his ſituation. 
Phis gives a ſhort view of a leading law character. 
1 The head of the Illuminati, Doctor Dwight, a di- 
vine, has made himſelf ſo conſpicuous and has been ſo 
often animadverted upon publicly, that the nation art 
very generally acquainted with his character and pro- 
.ceedings. 
In his ſermon preached on the fourth day of July, 
1798, in New- Haven, he has given us a perfect pic- 
ture of the Illuminati of Connecticut, under his con- 
trol, in the repreſentation he has made of the Illumi- 
nati of Europe. To tranſcribe it might be uſeful ; 
a but the ſermon is in dhe en of — el that jt "A 
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would be needleſs to Fivell this tract, by extracts from 
it. . 
' Birth, education; clevation; and connections have 


placed Doctor Dwight at the head of the Edwar dean 


ſect and Illuminati. Active, perſevering, and un- 
daunted, he proceeds to direct all political, civil, and 


_ Eccleſiaſtical affairs. Science, he forſakes, and her 


inſtitutions he proſtrates, to promote party, bigo 
and error. He is making great ſtrides after univerſal 


8 in Connecticut, New-England, and the United 
t 


ates, over religious opinions and politics. He is 
feeking to eftabliſh the Edwardean ſyſtem of doctrines 
and diſcipline, from pride for his grandfather's (Pre- 
ſident Edwards?) talents and fame; while few indeed 
of that deceaſed gentleman's deſcendants believe in his 


tenets. With a large ſalary, paid from public bounty, 


he is maintained in his place, and excites and perpetu- 
ates party deſigns. For more than twenty years, he 
has been a writer in the newſpapers upon many points, 
where he wiſhed to forward alterations. He attacked 
the conſtitution of the college, while it was directed 
by his predeceſſor, Dr. Stiles, and eccleſiaſtics only. 
Laymen are now introduced, to little good purpoſe; - 
and we muſt · believe, without a violation of charity; 
that if a Preſident had been elected who was not an 
Edwardean, he would have zealouſſy ſought to place 
that inſtitution upon the ſame liberal foundation with 
other colleges. 

Under his adminiſtration, 210 Illuminati lenende, 
expecting favours from this nation, he has frequently 
diſannulled the ties of religion, conſanguinity, and 
friendſhip. Merit is neglected, and youth taught pre- 
judices by him. Theſe are circulated, to pleaſe the 
Preſident of the College, and gain diplomas and flat 


_ tering recommendations to {chools and colleges. 


The art of the Illuminati has ever been principally 
played upon the credulous and unwary. Clamour, 
againſt eſtabliſhments, has been employed, to prevent 
the accumulation of durable funds and the depoſit of 
permanent property. Sacrilege has been conſidered as 


no crime; and in moſt places where pariſh property 
has been reſerved in houſes and lands, the clergy have 
had the ſucceſs to obtain them, as their property in fees. 
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the minilters. 


| gion over Chriſtian ſocieties at large. 


of the favourite tenets they have reſpectively adopted. 


_ ings againſt each other, —Favyourite civilians have been 


LEN ( 1s } 
While they have ſought, in every mode, to gain 


5 property, influence, and conſequence for themſelves, 


they have, with equal zeal, ſought to foil others: in 

the enjoyment of their religion. | 
"The favourite plans, of late years, are 5 

pline and miſſiont.— A diſcipline, by which, for real or 


ſuppoſed offences, the people may be called before the 
miniſters, and their adherents, and be tried, judged, 


and cenſured, as whim and caprice may dictate. The 
weak, credulous, and unforgiving, have employed this 
as a means to wreak revenge, where good ſenſe and 
the civil law would not interfere. The Illuminati have 


expected to gain greater ſway over tender conſciences, 


and by numbers have often led to the violation of every 
ſubſtantial right. Men have been condemned e o 
for ſuppoſed offences. Lapſe of time, removal to other 
towns and denominations, have not ſcreened them from 
diſcipline, and excommunication ; that mortification 
and injuries may overtake them and their families, for 
daring to doubt the 8 prudence, and wiſdom of 


Miſſiont have been proj jected, and money collected 
to ſupport them, which ws been fruitleſs, offenſive, 
and dangerous. Their object is to extend the Illumi- 
nati plans, Edwardean doctrines and diſcipline, ts 
control coHeges and ſchools, and exalt @ party in reli- 


United as we are by the ties of blood, marriage, and 

friendſhip ; by cuſtoms, manners, and laws, ſhall any 
of theſe bonds be diſſolved, or their cords caſt away, 
by bigotted party men? 
Endleſs have been the contentions and immenſe the 
expences . created by theſe Illuminati clubs, and the 
perverted colleges, in ſuppart of polemic divinity, and 
controverſies, and ꝓerſecutions, upon mere ſpeculative 
opinions, in New- England. 

Colleges have waged war with cachother, in ſupport 


— Miniſters have violated all the laws of candour, pru- 
dence, and charity, in their argumentations and writ- 


exalted into public places, as the parties they have 
elpouſed have e the 5 in numbers, Who 
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always unite at the eleckions. Individuals hqve broke 
friendſhip with each other, and the peace of noighbour- 


2 has been drſtroyed, by the diſputes they have 

ed in upon metaphyſical ſubjects. 

n ſhort, but few interruptions of the- public tran- 
* take place, but in conſequence of the divinity 
which is adopted and taught by theſe ambitious, cham- 
pions. Colleges and pariſhes change their creeds with, 
the times, as new leaders appcar, who have gained 
fame, for their talents in this ſpecies of learning, or in- 


fluence in the wars and politics of the ſeaſon. Eccle- 


ſiaſtical courts and legiſlatures, are often involved in 
theſe feuds ; while light, love andtruth have never been 
promoted by them. 

'Thus do error, expence, war, and cantifion multi- 
ply, from want of a due regulation of the colleges and 
a diſſolution of the clubs. 

This is the offenſive, painful ſyſtem, which it is 
wiſhed and bold efforts are made to palm upon the. 
people of 'this nation, to invelve us in religious and 
political broils, at home and abroad—to deſtroy that 
religious toleration and peace, which we enjoy from 
heaven and the laws of our country. 

Reference to the printed ſermons and other publica- 


tions of the members of thoſe ſocieties, will prove 


what is here aſſerted Attention to the prayers. and 
exhibitions before the people in public aſſemblies, cor- 
roborate theſe truths.—The language of ſcripture is 
uſed to allure, to perſuade the Almighty God to turn 
and overturn, until he whoſe right it is ſhall rule and 
reign.” Until all which they may pleaſe upon ſuch ſo- 
lemn occaſions to ſolicit in overturning of empires and 
religions may be granted. 

Within the revolution of a few years, we have ſeen 
two powerful European nations become alternately ob- 
jects of equal hatred and affection, as caprice has dic- 
tated. Liable conſtantly to ſuch innovations and pro- 
jects, from inconſtant men, we are to be upon our 
guard. In every political, party, or local tranſaction 
they have taken an active ſhare. 

Fixed to no ſyſtem, bound by no rules, they are ad- 


; yocates for any ſpecics of government, and conftant 
D 


8) - 
n-—Peace” and. ſafety have not res 


changes in religion 
dounded from their plans 15 
Snould our lot be caſt in thoſe unhappy times, when 
an arbitrary adm iniſtrat ion ſome aſpiring deſpot, ſome, 
ſtanding, army, national fleet, and hoſt of dependants 
upon court favour, ſhould find it expedient, for the 
purpoſes of domination, to enliſt this body under their, 
banners, wretched” and deplorable indeed mult be our 
condition.—Our' religion, government, liberty,” and 
property, would then. be held by the precarious will of 
tyrants—our national compact be diſſolved, and anar- 
chy and deſtruction ſpread over a country ſaved by the 
valour of freemen - by the blood of our fathers, bro- 
thers, and ſons then fare wel peace, and farewel hap» 
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